DISS TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Sub-Committee held in the Council Chamber in Diss Corn Hall on Wednesday
17th April 2019 at 6.30pm.
Present:

Councillors

S. Browne
M. Crawford
J. Mason
S. Olander
J. Robertson
E. Taylor (Chair)
T. Wenman
F. Wenman

In attendance: Miss Sarah Richards (Town Clerk)
Miss Sonya French (Deputy Town Clerk)
Two members of the public
PL0419/01

APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillor Gibson.

PL0419/02

NOMINATION OF SUBSTITUTE REPRESENTATIVES
Councillor Browne substituted for Councillor Gibson.

PL0419/03

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
It was noted that the applicant reference 2019/0777 is known to all councillors.

PL0419/04

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
It was
RESOLVED:

that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Sub-Committee held on Wednesday 20th
March 2019 were a true record and were duly signed by the Chairman.

PL0419/05

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Members considered a resolution under Standing Orders 3 d., e., f., g. & h. to suspend the meeting to
receive comments from members of the public on items to be discussed on the agenda. There were two
members of the public in attendance who spoke on the pre-application reference 2019/0709. It was noted
that this is a large development following a recent significant development, which would add to the existing
stresses on the town’s infrastructure.

PL0419/06

ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS
There were none.

PL0419/07

NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL MATTERS
Members received and commented on planning applications and other development control matters.
Thanks were extended to the Chair for his meeting preparation.

App. No./
Type

Applicant/
Address

Proposal

Recommendation

2019/0777

Mr Peter Hyde,
The Boilerhouse,
3 Cobbs Yard,
Diss, IP22 4LB

Conversion of upper floor of
commercial premises to flat incl
removal of an existing roof to
form balcony roof garden.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL
This application appears to be
acceptable and is suitable for
decision by Officers under delegated
powers.

Members considered pre-application reference 2019/0709 from AAH Planning Consultants, 2 Bar Lane,
York, YO1 6JU – a proposal for 90 dwellings north of Walcot Rise. It was noted that the site is
approximately 3.25 hectares and the consultants state that the proposal would provide housing in an area
which lacks a 5-year housing land supply. The report says there is currently no Neighbourhood Plan and
that it is unlikely to have a meaningful form before 2020.
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It was agreed that this is clearly an attempt to get in a planning application before the Greater Norwich
Local Plan (GNLP) sites are allocated in September 2019 and more importantly before the emerging Diss
& District Neighbourhood plan is completed.
Diss Town Council's submission to the GNLP on this site stated that 'This site is seen by the
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group as a possible site for a new infant/junior school. Without major
improvements in infrastructure and the road network, development of this site for residential use could
not be supported. Current developments on Frenze Hall Lane on an adjacent site has exacerbated the
issues with the road network and has led to a local residents’ group to campaign for better infrastructure.’
Any consideration of this site before the GNLP reports in September is both pre-emptive and premature.
This site in its context with neighbouring sites is important to the future development of Diss and as such
is integral to the emerging Neighbourhood Plan.
The site’s strategic position cannot be underestimated and with only one chance to get the balance of
housing, green space and infrastructure right in the best interests of the whole community, this
application is pre-emptive and prejudicial to the work of the Neighbourhood Plan.
It was noted that notification of this proposal came via the Planning Authority’s alert bulletin only and not
separately as with all other applications, which should be investigated. It was
RESOLVED:

That the Chair of Planning & the Town Clerk would write to the Planning Authority
expressing the Town Council’s concerns of this proposal on existing infrastructure.
(Action: Clerk/ET; immediately)

PL0419/08

ITEMS FOR NOTING
a) Members noted an appeal against planning refusal for planning application 2018/1548 reference the
erection of a dwelling at 4 Fair Green.
b) Members noted an appeal against planning refusal for planning application 2018/2072 reference the
raised single dwelling on stilts on land south of Riverside.
c) Members noted the forth planning application 2019/0745 for erection of a single storey dwelling and
garage on former burial site at 13 Croft Lane and that the decision will be left to Officer given the last
one was granted in 2013.

PL0419/09

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members noted that Planning meetings will precede scheduled committee dates at 6pm, unless otherwise
stated, should applications require committee consideration.

Meeting closed at 6.57pm.

____________________
Councillor E. Taylor
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
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